
   A Message from Qawan Bollar    .       
Dear 17 School Community,   
 
The Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic has created 
unprecedented circumstances to our school community. 
However, I have been encouraged by the extraordinary 
commitment, creativity, and collaboration displayed by 
staff and community partners to get students and their 
families what they need during this time. We all can 
recognize this is a difficult time, and the impact in our 
community has been devastating both health wise and 
economically. However, the perseverance of our 17-

School community, and our amazing ability to thrive in support and compassion 
amid a crisis is inspiring.  
 
There is a wide range of heroic efforts currently taking place to help 17-School 
function at a high level during this pandemic. Our leadership at the school has 
created systems to help integrate the community school model into a supportive 
system that can function remotely. Teachers have turned Zoom video calls into 
virtual classrooms, while also reaching out to families to offer support and 
understand needs. Teachers and parents are collaborating and connecting to help 
provide an adequate home learning experience for our young people. Also, teachers 
have communicated the needs of families to the community school site coordinator, 
and families have been connected to community partners that can fulfill their need. 
All the staff and community partners have made a valiant effort to contact every 
student and family of School 17 to offer support and/or resources to help. Many of 
our community partners and school staff are still making home visits to make sure 
families are receiving educational supports, food/water, stable shelter, or anything 
essential to their daily function. There are support groups being started on Zoom 
to support young people, as well as trainings to help staff understand how to be 
supportive in this time.  
 
There is a quote that says, “the first step toward success is taken when you refuse 
to be a captive of the environment in which you first find yourself”. This quote 
embodies the perseverance of our 17-School community. We have not kneeled to 
adversity, rather we have approached our obstacles with a “it takes a village” 
mindset, that has helped us thrive as a community. I’m most inspired by the efforts 
of every person involved with School 17. There is meaningful work being done daily 
to ensure that the love and passion everyone put into their role, is sustained, 
regardless of circumstances we are currently faced with. This moment shall 
eventually pass, stay safe, be strong, and know that you have a community 
standing with you. 
 
 
Thank You,  
  
Qawan T. Bollar , School 17 Site Coordinator  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


